
Canine dirofilariasis

Negative NegativePositive

Conduct microfilaria 
test; repeat tests after  
6–12 months

Yes

Treatment

No

Asymptomatic dog/screening

SNAP* 4Dx* Plus Test or SNAP* Leish 4Dx* Test

Clinical signs still  
point to filariasis†

Repeat test after 6 months  
(based on the long prepatency  
of Dirofilaria spp.)

Dog with clinical symptoms

X-ray, echocardiography, CBC, chemistry panel with SDMA, test for evidence of microfilariae‡  
(if negative antigen result, differentiate using PCR); repeat antigen test with heat pre-treatment

Suspected diagnosis confirmed After a positive PCR test for microfilariae, 
IDEXX offers a differentiation into the 
4 relevant blood circulating species in 
Europe: Dirofilaria immitis, D. repens, 
Acanthocheilonema reconditum and 
Dipetalonema dracunculoides

†If immune complexes are suspected, perform heat protocol at the reference laboratory.

‡�To screen for a filarial infection, the antigen test for adult worms should always be combined with a microfilariae-based test (e.g., filtration or PCR) as both tests detect 

different stages and are thus complementary.
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